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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 
Claim 1 (Canceled), 

Claim 2 (Ciirrently Amended): A system for encoding one or more repetitive data blocks in data 
commijnicated over a network comprismg: 

an encoder module, coupled in the network, the encoder module intercepting the data, the 
encoder module extracting data blocks from different communication sessions frorr\ 
the intercepted data, each extracted block having a destination address supported for 
decoding by at least one corresponding decoder module, and the encoder module 
passing through data not having a supported destination address; and 

a mem ory^ accessible to the encoder module, for storing the contents of one or tnorb data 
blocks previously transmitted by the encoder module wherein the encoder module 
determines whether there is a match between the contents of each of the extracted 
data blocks and the contents of at least one previously transmitted data block, 

wherein the memory comprises a least recently used data structure for storinp one dr more 
oreviouslv transmitted unique data blocks, said least recently used data structure 
having a maximum capacity and each of the Dreviously transmitted unique data blocks 
having a unique identifier and a position in an order of most r^:ently used to least 
recently used of the one or more stored blocks . 

wherein responsive to said match, the encoder module encodes the respective extracted 
data blocki mi transmits the respective extracted data block in encoded form to the at 
least one corresponding decoder module and associates the previously transmittied 
data block having the matching, contents with the position in the least recent)yjLis_e_d_ 
data striicture_tndicatingjiie_mQ$t.rec_entlyLU^ and 
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wherein responsive to no match, the encoder module transmits the respective extracted 
data block in intercepted form to the at least one corresponding decoder module. 

Claim 3 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 2 wherein the encoded form of the 
respective extracted data block is transparent to one or more nodes in the network. 

Claim 4 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 2 wherein the encoder module is coupled 
via a switch in a physical connection between two nodes of the network, responsive to a first 
configuration of the switch, the encoder module processing data that traverse the physical 
connection between these two nodes, and responsive to a second configuration of the switch, the 
data bypassing the encoder module. 

Claim 5 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 2 wherein the encoder module operates in a 
node in the network and decides a route for the respecti ve extracted data block to the at least one 
corresponding decoder module supporting its destination address. 

Claim 6 (Previously Presented); The system of claim 2 wherein the encoder module, responsive 
to a match in contents, transmits an indicator, identifying that the contents of a respective data 
block have been previously transmitted. 

Claim 7 (Previously Presented): The system of claim. 6 wherein the indicator is a special symbol. 

Claim 8 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 6 wherein the indicator is an extra header. 

Claim 9 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 2 wherein at least one respective data block 
is a packet payload. 

Claim 10 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 2 wherein at least one respective data 
block is a portion of a packet payload. 
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Claim 1 1 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 2 wherein the encoder module encodes at 
least one extracted data block using a synchronization mechanism for verifying the identification 
of the one or more previously transmitted data blocks with the at least one conresponding decoder 
module supporting the destination address of the extracted data block. 

Claim 12 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 1 1 wherein the synchronization 
mechanism is an explicit synchronization mechanism. 

Claim 13 (Previously Presented): The system of cJaim 1 1 wherein the synchronization 
mechanism is an implicit synchronization mechatJtsm. 

CJaim 14 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 1 1 wherein the implicit synchronization 
mechanism is a reliable network transport protocol 

Claim 15 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 2 further comprising the encoder module, 
responsive to no match between the contents of the respective extracted data block and the 
contents of at least one of the previously transmitted blocks, determining whether to delete at 
least one of the previously transmitted data blocks in the memory, and storing the respective 
e?rtracted data block in intercepted form in the memory. 

Claim 16 (Cancelled). 

Claim 17 (Cancelled). 



-4- 

PAGE 6129 * RCVD AT 1 1/30/2005 5:24:41 PM [Eastern Standard Timer ^ 



11/30/2005 16:20 6517351102 



SHUMAKER & SIEFFERT 



PAGE 07/29 



Application Number 09/915,939 

Responsive to OfTicc Action mailed November I, 2005 

Claim 18 (Currently Amended): Tho oj^stcm of oldm 1 6 A system for encoding one or m^ r ^ 
repetitive data blocks in data coinmunicated over a network comprising: 

an encoder module, coupled i n the network, the encoder module intercepting the data, the 
encoder module extra cting data blocks from different communication sessions from 
the intercepted data, e ach extracted block having a destination address supported for 
decoding bv at least o ne corresponding decoder module, and tlie encoder module 
passing through data not having a supported destination address: and 
a memory, accessible to the encoder module, having a least recently used data structure 
for storing the contents of one or more unique data blocks previously transmitted by 
the encoder module, said least recently used data structure having a maximum 
capacity and each of the previously transmitted unique data blocks having a unique 
identifier and a position in an order of most recently used to least recently used of the 
one or more stored blocks^ 
wherein the encoder module determines whether there is_ a match between the contents of 
each of the extracted data blocks and the contents of at least one previously 
trap smi tted data block, 
wherein responsive to said match, the encoder module encodes the respective extracted 
data block and transmits the respective extracted data block in encoded fomi to the at least one 
corresponding decoder module, and 

wherein responsive to no match, the encoder module transmits the respective extracted 
data block in intercepted form to the at least onejcorresponding decoder module w herein tho 
e ncoder modul e , r es ponsiv e to no match between tho oont e nts» of ao e xtract e d data block and the ■ 
contents of on e of th e pr e viously transmitted data blocka , storesmg the extracted data block in the 
lea$t recently used data structure, and associatesifig the position of most recently used with the 
extracted data block. 
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Claim 19 (Currently Amended): The system of claim 18 

wheroin tho encoder modulo, rogponoivc to no tnotoh bet^voon th e oontonte - of an e xtraotod 
data block and th e contontg of one of the prcviouoly tronflmittod data bloolca, storing th e oxtmctcd 
data blook in the least rcocntly uood dnta otruoturo, and ossociating-iji e pooition of moot r e c e nt ly- 
tis e d with tho oxtmcted data bloolc further compriaing: 

wherein, r esponsive to the least recently used data structure being at the maximum 
capacity, the encoder module deletes deloting the previously transntutted data block 
having the order position of the least recently used data block. 

Claim 20 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 19 further comprising a synchronization 
mechanism including a same size for the least recently used data structure as the size of a second 
least recently used data structure accessible by the corresponding decoder module receiving the 
respective extracted data block, and a reliable network transport protocol being used for the 
transmission of the respective extracted data block. 

Claim 21 (Previously Presented); The system of claim 1 9 further comprising a synchronization 
mechanism including an indicator for each transmitted extracted data block indicating whether 
the data block has been associated with the least recently used data structure and an installed flag 
associated with each of the previously transmitted data blocks in the least recently used data 
structure, the installed flag indicating whether the associated data block has been stored in a 
second least recently used data structure accessible by the corresponding decoder module that has 
received the respective extracted data block. 

Claim 22 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 21 wherein the installed flag is updated 
afier a fixed amount of time after transmission of the data block* 

Claim 23 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 2 1 wherein the installed flag is updated 
responsive to a notification from the corresponding decoder module that the associated data 
block has been stored in the second least recently used data structure. 
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Claim 24 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 2 wherein the memory stores a data 
structure for associating a signature vyrith one or more of the previously transmitted data blocks, 
and wherein the encoder module computes a signature for the respective extracted data block, 
compares the computed signature with at least one signature associated with the one or more 
previously transmitted data blocks> and responsive to a match in signature, selecting tlie one or 
more previoxisly transmitted data blocks having the match in signature for content comparison 
vrith the respective extracted data block. 

Claim 25 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 24 wherein the data structure for 
associating a signature with one or more of the previously transmitted data blocks is a hash table 
having one or more bins. 

Claim 26 (Currently Amended): Th e oyat e m of claim 25 A system for encoding one or more 

repetitive data blocks in data communicated over a network comprising: 

an encoder module intercepting the data and extracting data blocks from different 
communication sessions from the intercepted data, each extracted block having a 
destination address suppo rted for decoding bv at least one corresponding decoder 
module, and the encoder module passing through d ata not having a siq)portcd 
destination address: 

a memory, accessible to the encoder modul.e,_for storing the contents of one or more data 
blocks previoijsly transmitted bv the encoder module: and 

a hash table bavipg one or more bins for associating a signature vyith one or more of the 
previously, transmitted data blocks^ 

wherein the encoder module the encoder module determines whether there is a match 
between the contents of each of the extracted data blocks and the contents of at least 
one previously transmitted data block bv computing^ a^ignature for the respective 
extracted data block and comparing the computed signature with at least one signature 
associated with the one or more previously transmitted data blocks, w h e r e in the 
computed signature value being i s less than the number of hash table bins3 
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whereiji. responsive to a match in jripna ture. the encoder selects the one or more 
greviouslv transmitted data blocks having the match in signature for content 
comparison with the rest>ective extra cted data block, encodes the respective extracted 
data block and transmits the respective extracted data block in encoded form to the at 
least one corresponding decoder module, and 

wherein, restw nsive to no match, the encoder module transmits the respective extractqj^ 
data block jn intercepted form to the at least one cotresronding decoder module . 

Claim 27 (Currently Amended): The system of claim 25 A system for encoding one or mot^ 

repetitive data blocks in data communicated over a network comprising: 

an encoder mo dule intercepting the data and extracting data blocks from different 
commumcation sessions f rom the interccmed data, e_ach extracted block having a 
destination address supported for decoding bv at least one corresponding decoder 
module, and the encoder module passing through data not having a supported 
destination address: 

a memory, accessible to the encoder module, for storing the contents of one or more data 
blocks previously transmitted bv the encoder module: and 

a hash table having one or more bins for as sociating a signature vrith one or more of the 
pr_evi_Quslv transmitted data blocks. 

wherein the encoder module the encoder module determines whether there is a match 
between the contents of each of the extracted data bl ocks and the contents of at least 
one previously transmitted data block bv computing a signature for the respective 
extracted data block and comparing the computed signature with at least one signature 
associated with the one or more previously transmitted data blocks, w h e rein the 
conapnted signature value being 4 & computed as a m odulo of the number of bins^ 

wherein, responsive to a match in signature, the encoder selects the one or more 
previously transmitted data blocks having the match in signature for content 
comparison with the respective extracted data block, encodes the respective extracted 
data block and transmits the respective extracted data block in encoded form to the at 
least one corresponding decoder module, and 
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wherein, responsive to no match, the encod er module transmits the respective extracted 
data block i n mterccptcd form to the at lea^it one correst^onding decoder module . 

Claim 28 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 2 further comprising an encapsulation 
module for encapsulating the extracted data blocks for transport over the netw^ork. 

Claim 29 (Previously Presented); THhe system of claim 28 wherein at least one of the extracted 
data blocks is included in a packet, and the packet is encapsulated as one packet. 

Claim 30 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 28 wherein at least one of the extracted 
data blocks is included in a packet and the packet is encapsulated with at least one other packet in 
an outgoing packet for transmission. 

Claim 3 1 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 28 wherein the encapsulation of at least 
one of the extracted data blocks is transparent to one or more nodes in the network* 

Claim 32 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 28 wherein the encapsulation module 
comprises a timer mechanism for ensuring that the at least one extracted data block is held in a 
buffer coupled to the encapsulation module for no more than a pre-determined maximum time 
before being tt^smitted. 

Claim 33 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 30 wherein the encapsulation module 
comprises a timer mechanism for ensuring that the at least one extracted data block is held in a 
buffer coupled to the encapsulation module for no more than a pre-determined maximum time 
before being transmitted. 

Claim 34 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 28 wherein the encoder module encodes 
at least one data block at a first layer of a model describing the flow of data across a network and 
the encapsulation module encapsulates the at least one extracted data block at a second layer of 
the model 
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Claim 35 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 34 wrherein the first and second layers are 
at the same layer of the model. 

Claim 3<S (Previously Presented): The system of claim 35 vyrherein one of the layers is a 
comiection-oriented layer and the other layer is a cot^nectionless layer. 

Claim 37 (Currently Amended): Th e gyjtom of claim -a 

A system for encoding o ne or more repetitive data blocks in data communicated ov^r a 
network comprising: 

an encoder module intercepti ng the data and extracting data blocks from different 

communication sessions from the intercepted data, each extracted block having a 

destinatio n address supported for decoding bv at least one corresponding decoder 

module, and the encoder module passing through data not having a supported 

destination addye^; and 
a memory, accessible to the encoder module, for storing the contents of one or more data 

blocks pTeviouslv transmitted bv the encoder module, 
wherein the encoder module determines yyhetfaer there is a match betvyecn the contents of 

each of the extracted data blocks and the contents of at least one previously 

transmitted data block, 
wherein responsive to said match, the encoder module encodes the respective extracted 

data block and transmits the respective extracted data block in encoded form to the at 

least one corresponding decoder module, 
wherein responsive to no match, the encoder module transmits the respective extracted 

data block in intercepted form to the at least one corresponding decoder module, and 
wherein the encoder module receives routing information over the network from each of 

one or more corresponding decoder modules with which it communicates and 

determines the one or more addresses supported by each respective decoder module 

from the routing information. 
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Claiin 38 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 37 wherein the encoder module 
deterniiues network topology information based upon the routing information from the one ox 
more decoder modules. 

Claim 39 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 38 wherein, responsive to multiple 
decoder modules in the network supporting the same address, the encoder module determines a 
destination decoder module for one or more extracted data blocks based upon network topology 
information and routing criteria. 

Claim 40 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 38 wherein the routing criteria includes 
routing cost 

Claim 41 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 38 wherein the routing criteria includes 
routing distance. 

Claim 42 (Currently Amended): A system for decoding one or more repetitive data blocks in 
data communicated over a network comprising: 

a decoder module being coupled in the network, the decoder module receiving data 

blocks for different conmiuntcation sessions from a corresponding encoder module: 

and 

a memory accessible to the decoder module for storing the contents of one or more data 
blocks previously received from the corresponding encoder module wherein the 
decoder module determines whether the contents of each of the received data blocks 
is in encoded form, 

wherein the memory stores the previously received data blocks in a least recently used 
data structure for storing one or more previously received imique data blocks, the least 
recently used data structure having a maximum capacity and each of the previously 
received unique data blocks having a unique identifier and a position in an order of 
most recently used to least recently used of the one or more previously received 
blocks. 
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vvheiein responsive to the respective data block berng in encoded fomi, the decoder 
module selects the contents of a matching previously received block as the contents 
for the respective encoded block and associates the previously received data block 
having the matching contents vtfi th the position in the least recently used data structure 
indicating t he most recently used previously received data , and 

wherein responsive to the data block being unencoded, the decoder module stores the 
contents of the respective received data block as a previously received data block. 

Claim 43 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 42 w^herein the decoder module is 
coupled via a switch in a physical connection between two nodes of the network, responsive to a 
first configuration of the sv\dtch, the encoder module processing data that traverse the physical 
connection between these two nodes, and responsive to a second configuration of the switch, the 
data bypassing the decoder module. 

Claim 44 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 42 wherein the decoder module operates 
in a node in the network and decides a route for a decoded data block to its destination address. 

Claim 45 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 42 wherein the decoder module receives 
an indicator for identifying that the contents of at least one encoded data block have been 
previously transmitted to the decoder module. 

Claim 46 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 45 wherein the Indicator is a special 
symbol. 

Claim 47 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 45 wherein the indicator is an extra 
header. 

Claim 48 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 42 wherein at least one encoded data 
block is a packet payload. 
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Claim 49 (Previously Presented); Hie sy$tem of claim 42 whet^in at least one encoded data 
block is a portion of a packet payload. 

Claim 50 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 42 wherein the decoder module decodes 
at least one encoded data block using a synchronization mechanism for verifying the 
identificatiou of the one or more previously received data blocks from a corresponding encoder 
module. 

Claim 51 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 50 wherein the synchronization 
mechamsm is an explicit synchronization mechanism. 

Claim 52 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 50 wherein the synchronization 
mechamsm is an implicit syndironization mechanism. 

Claim 53 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 52 wherein the implicit syachionization 
mechanism is a reliable network transport protocol. 

Claim 54 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 50 wherein the synchronization 
mechanism is a reliable network transport protocol. 

Claim 55 (Previously Presented); The system of claim 42 wherein responsive to the data block 
being unencoded, the decoder module stores the contents of the respective recei ved data block as 
a previously received data block fimher comprises determining whether to delete at least one of 
the previously received data blocks. 

Clakn 56 (Cancelled). 

Claim 57 (CanceUed). 
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Claim 58 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 56 wherein the decoder module, 
responsive to no match in contents between the respective received data block and any one of the 
previously received data blocks, stores the respective received data block in the least recently 
used data structure, and associates the position of most recently used with the respective received 
data block. 

Claim 59 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 58 further comprising: responsive to the 
least recently used data structure being at the maximum capacity, storing the respective received 
data block in the least recently used data structure comprises replacing the previously received 
data block having the order position of least recently used data block with the respective iweived 
data block. 

Claim 60 (Currently Amended): ^h e- sy$ ; tQm of claim 56 fiirthor comprising 

A system for decoding one, or more ret)etitivc data blocks in data communicated over a 
network comprising: 

a decoder module receiving data blocks from an encoder module: 

a memory having a least recently used data structure for storing one or more previously 

received unique data blocks, each of the previously received unique data blocks 

having a unique identifier and a position from a most recently used to least recently 

used of the one or more previously received blocks: 
a synchronization mechanism including a same size for the least recently used data 

structure as the size of a second least recently used data structure accessible by the 

corresponding encoder module that transmitted the respective received data block, 

and a reliable network transport protocol being used for the transmission of the 

respective received data blocks 
wherein the decoder module determines whether the contents of each of the received data 

blocks is in encoded form, 
wherein responsive to the respective data block being in encQ_de_d form, the decoder 

module selects the contents of a matchinajpreviously received block as the contents 

for the respective encoded block, and 
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wherein respoosive to the data block being miencoded- the decoder module stores the 
contents of the respective received data block as a oreviou^lv received data block . 

Claim 61 (Currently Amended): Th e gyatcm of claim 56 further oomprising 

A system for decoding one o r more repetitive data blocks in data communicated over a 
network comprising: 

a decoder module receiving data blocks from an encoder module: 

a memory having a least recently used data structure for storing one or more previously 
received utiique data bl ocks, each of the previously received unique da,ta blocks 
having a unique identifier and a position from a most recently used to least recently 
used of tiie one or more previously received blocks: 

a synchronization mechanism including a same size for the least recently used data 
structure as the size of a second least recently used data structure accessible by the 
corresponding encoder module, an indicator for each received data block Indicating 
whetJier the received data block has been previously associated with the second least 
recendy used data structure, and an installation acknowledgement transmitting by the 
decoder module to the corresponding encoder module responsive to an installation of 
each received block in the least recently used data structure^ 

wherein the decoder module determines whether the contents of each of the received data 
blocks is in encoded form. 

wherein responsive to the resp ective data block being in encoded form, the decoder 
module selects the contents of a matching previously received block as the contents 
for Ae respective encoded block, and 

wherein responsive to the data block being unencodej the decoder module stores the 
contents of the respective received data block as a previously received data blocL 
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Claim 62 (Currently Amended): - Th e sygt e m of claim 56 further compriDing 

A system for decoding one or more Tepetitive data blocks in data com mntiirafpH nv^r a 
network comprising: 

a decoder modu le receiving data blocks from an encoder module: 

a memory having a least recently used dat a structure for storing one or more Dreviously 

repeived unique data blocks, each of the previously received unique data blocks 

having a unique identifier and a position from a most recently used to least recently 

used of the one or more previously received blocks: 
a synchronization mechanism wherein the decoder module receives a version number of 

the previously received data block having the matching contents, the version number 

indicating bow many times the identifier for this data block has been re-used^ 
wherein the decoder module determines whether the contents of each of the received data 

blocks is in encoded form, 
wherein responsive to the respective data block being in encoded form, the decoder 

module selects the contents of a matching previously received block as the contents 

for the respective encoded block, and 
wherein responsive to the data block being unencodedL the decoder module stores the 

contents of the respective received data block as a previously received data block . 

Claim 63 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 42 wherein the system further comprises a 
decapsulation module for decapsulating a block of data received over the network from a source 
address supported by a corresponding encoder module. 

Claim 64 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 63 wherein the received data block is 
included in a packet, and the packet has been decapsulated as one packet 

Claim 65 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 63 wherein the received data block is 
included in a packet and the packet has been decapsulated with at least one other packet in an 
outgoing packet transmitted from a source address supported by a corresponding encoder 
module. 
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Claim 66 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 63 wherein the decapsulation module 
decapsulates the received block of data at a first layer of a model describing the flow of data 
across a network and the decoder module decodes the received block of data at a second layer of 
the model. 

Claim 67 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 66 wherein the first layer and the second 
layer are the same layer- 
Claim 68 (Previously Presented): The system of claim 66 wherein one of the layers is a 
connectioivoriented layer and the other layer is a connectionless layer. 

Claim 69 (Currently Amended): Th e system of claim 12 

A system for decoding one or more repetitive data blocks in data communicated over a 
network comprising: 

a decoder module receiving data blocks from an encoder module: and 

a memory accessible to thejjecoder module for storing the contents of one or more of the ' 

data blocks previouslv received fromjhe encoder module, 
wherein the decoder module determines whether the contents of each of the received data 

blocks isjn encoded form, 
wherein responsive to the respective data block being in encoded form, the decoder 

module selects the contents of a matching previouslv received block as the contents 

for the respective encoded block, 
wherein responsive to the data block being unencoded, the decoder_module stores the 

contents of the respective received data block as a previouslv received data block, and 
wherein the decoder module transmits routing information for identifying one or more 

addresses it supports over the network to the ooiresponding encoder module. 

Claun 70 (Currently Amended): The system of claim 69 wherein the decoder module 
participates in one or more r outing protocols for obtaining routing information. 



-17- 

PAGE 1M9 * RCVD AT 11130/2005 5:24:41 PM [Eastern Standard 



11/30/2005 16:20 6517351102 



SHUMAKER & SIEFFERT 



PAGE 20/29 



Application Number 09/915.939 

Responsive to Office Action mailed Novcinber 1, 2005 

Claim 71 (Currendy Amended): A system for decreasing one or more repetitive data blocks in 
data communicated over a network comprising: 

an encoder module, coupled in the network, the encoder module intercepting the data, the 
encoder module extracting data blocks from different communication sessions from 
the intercepted data, each extracted block having a destination address supported for 
decoding by at least one corresponding decoder module, and the encoder module 
passing through data not having a supported destination address; 

a first memory, accessible to the encoder module, for storing the contents of one or more 
data blocks previously transmitted by the encoder module^ 

wherein the encoder module determines whether there is a match between the contents of 
each of the extracted data blocks and the contents of at least one previously 
transmitted data block, 

wherein responsive to a match, the encoder module encodes the respective extracted data 
block and transmits the respective extracted data block in encoded form to the at least 
one corresponding decoder module, and responsive to no match, the encoder module 
transmits the respective extracted data block in intercepted form to the at least one 
corresponding decoder module; 

the at least one corresponding decoder module being coupled in the network, the decoder 
module receiving data blocks for different communication sessions from the encoder 
module; and 

a second memory accessible to the decoder module for storing the contents of one or 
more data blocks previously received from the encoder module^ 

wherein the at least one corresponding decoder module determines whether the contents 
of each of the received data blocks is in encoded form, 

wherein responsive to the respective data block being in encoded form, the decoder 
module selects the contents of a matching previously received block as the contents 
for the respective encoded block, and responsive to the data block being unencoded, 
the decoder module stores the contents of the respective received data block as a 
previously received data bloc k, and 
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wherein the decoder module transmits routing itiformation for identifying one or more 
addresses it supports over the network to the encoder module . 

Claim 72 (Currently Amended): A method for encoding one or more repetitive data blocks in 

data commimicated over a network comprising: 

receiving routing information over the net work from one or more decoder modules: 
detCTTiining the one or mo re destination addresses $ut)ported bv each respective decoder 

module fro m the routing Information: 
intercepting the data; 

extracting data blocks ftt>m different communication sessions from the intercepted data, 
each extracted block having one of the a destination addresses supported for 
decoding; 

passing through data not having a supported destination address; 

storing the contents of one or more data blocks previously transmitted; 

determining whether there is a match between the contents of each of the extracted data 

blocks and the contents of at least one previously transmitted data block; 
responsive to a match, encoding the respective extracted data blocks and transmitting the 

respective extracted data block in encoded form to the at least one correspondmg 

decoder module; and 

responsive to no match, the encoder module transmitting over the network the respective 
extracted data block in intercepted form. 

Claim 73 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 72 further comprising responsive to a 
match in contents, transmitting an indicator for identifying tb^t the contents of a respective data 
block have been previously transmitted. 

Claim 74 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 72 further comprising synchronizing the 
identification of the one or more previously transmitted data blocks with at least one 
corresponding decoder module supporting the destination address of the extracted data block. 
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Claim 75 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 72 further comprising, responsive to no 
match between the contents of the respective extracted data block and the contents of at least one 
of the previously transmitted blocks, determining whether to delete at least one of the previously 
transmitted data blocks in the memory, and storing the respective extracted data block in 
intercepted form in the memory. 

Claim 76 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 72 wherein storing the contents of one or 
more data blocks previously transmitted comprises storing one or more previously transmitted 
unique data blocks in a least recently used data structure, said least recently used data structure 
having a maximum capacity and each of the previously transmitted unique data blocks having a 
unique identifier and a position in an order of most recently used to least recently used of the one 
or more stored blocks. 

Claim 77 (Currently Amended): The method of oloim 76 ftirthor comprising, 

A method for encoding one or more repetitive data blocks in data communicated over a 

network comprising: 

intercepting the data: 

extracting data blocks 6om different communication sessions from the intercepted data, 

each extracted block having a destination address supported for decoding: 
passing through data not having a supported destination address: 

storing one or more previouslv transmitted unique data blocks in a least recently used data 
structure, each of the previouslv transmitted unique dat aJ?locks having: a unique 
identifier and a position in an order of most recently used to least recentlv used of the 
one or more stored blocks: 

detentitning whether there is a match_between the contents of each of the extracted data 
blocks and the contents of at least one previouslv transmitted data block: 
. responsive to a match in contents, encoding the respective extracted data block, 

transmitting the respective extracted data block in encoded form to the at least one 
corresponding decoder module, and associating the previously transmitted data block 
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having the matchixig contents with the position in the least recently used data structure 
indicating the most recently used previously transmitted data block^and 
responsive to no match, transmitting over the network the respective extracted data block 
ig intercepted form . 



Claim 78 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 76 further comprising, responsive to no 
match between the contents of an extracted data block and the contents of one of the previously 
transmitted data blocks, storing the extracted data block in the least recently used data structure, 
and associating the position of most recently used with the extracted data block. 

Claim 79 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 78 further comprising: 

responsive to the least recently used data structure being at the maximum capacity, 
deleting the previously transmitted data block having the order position of least 
recently used data block. 



Claim 80 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 79 further comprising encoding at least 
one data block at a first layer of a model describing the flow of data across a network and the 
encapsulating the at least one extracted data block at a second layer of the model. 



Claim 81 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 80 wherein one of the layers is a 
connection-oriented layer and the other layer is a connectionless layer. 

Claim 82 (Cancelled). 



Claim 83 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 82 further comprising determining 
network topology information based upon the routing information from the one or more decoder 
modules. 
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Claim 84 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 83 further comprising responsive to 
multiple decoder modules in tlie network supporting the same address, determining a destination 
decoder module for one or more extracted data blocks based upon network topology information 
and routing criteria. 

Claim 85 (Currently Amended): A method for decoding one or more repetitive data blocks in 
data communicated over a network comprising: 

feansmitting routing information for identifying one or more addresses a decoder module 

supports over a network to an encoder module: 
receiving data blocks with the decoder module f or different communication sessions from 

the g corr es ponding encoder module; 
storing the contents of one or more data blocks previously received from the 



determining whether the contents of each of the received data blocks is in encoded form; 
responsive to the respective data block being in encoded form, selecting the contents of a 

ttiatcbing previously received block as the contents for the respective encoded block; 

and 

responsive to the data block being unencoded. storing the contents of the respective 
received data block as a previously received data block. 

Claim 86 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 85 further comprising receiving an 
indicator for identifying that the contents of at least one encoded data block have been previoxisly 
transmitted to the decoder module. 

Claim 87 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 85 further comprising the identification 
of the one or more previously received data blocks from a corresponding encoder module. 
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Claim 88 (Previoijsly Presented): The method of claim 85 fiirtlier comprising responsive to the 
data block being unencoded, storing the contents of the respective received data block as a 
previously received data block further comprises determining whether to delete at least one of the 
previously received data blocks. 

Claim 89 (Previously Presented); The method of claim 85 wherein storing the previously 
received data blocks further comprises storing one or more previously received unique data 
blocks in a least recently used data structure, the least recently used data structure having a 
maximum capacity and each of the previously received unique data blocks having a unique 
identifier and a position in an order of most recently used to least recently used of the one or 
more previously received blocks. 

Claim 90 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 89 ftirther comprising responsive to a 
match in contents, associates the previously received data block having the matching contents 
with the position in the least recently used data structure indicating the most recently used 
previously received data block. 

Claim 91 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 89 further comprising responsive to no 
match in contents between the respective received data block atjd any one of the previously 
received data blocks, storing the respective received data block in the least recently used data 
structure, and associating the position of most recently used with the respective received data 
block. 

Claim 92 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 91 further comprising: responsive to the 
least recently used data structure being at the maximum capacity, deleting the previously received 
data block havir^ the order position of least recently used data block. 

Claim 93 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 85 further comprising decapsulating the 
received block of data at a first layer of a model describing the flow of data across a network and 
decoding the received block of data at a second layer of the model. 
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Claim 94 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 93 wherein the first layer and the second 
layer are the same layer. 

Claim 95 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 94 wherein one of the layers is a 
connection-oriented layer and the other layer is a connectionless layer. 

Claim 96 (Canceled). 
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